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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Drop down dew from above, you heavens,
and let the clouds rain down the Just One;
let the earth be opened and bring forth a  
 Saviour.

COLLECT
Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord,
your grace into our hearts,
that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ 
your Son
was made known by the message of an 
Angel,
may by his Passion and Cross
be brought to the glory of his Resurrection.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING 2 S 7:1-5.8-12.14.16

A reading from the second book of Samuel.

Once David had settled into his house and 
the Lord had given him rest from all the 
enemies surrounding him, the king said to 
the prophet Nathan, “Look, I am living in a 
house of cedar, while the ark of God dwells 
in a tent.” Nathan said to the king, “Go and 
do all that is in your mind, for the Lord is with 
you.”
 But that very night the word of the Lord 
came to Nathan:
 “Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus the 
Lord speaks: Are you the man to build me 
a house to dwell in? I took you from the 
pasture, from following the sheep, to be 
leader of my people Israel; I have been with 
you on all your expeditions; I have cut off all 
your enemies before you. I will give you fame 
as great as the fame of the greatest on earth. 
I will provide a place for my people Israel; I 
will plant them there and they shall dwell in 
that place and never be disturbed again; nor 
shall the wicked continue to oppress them 
as they did, in the days when I appointed 
judges over my people Israel; I will give 
them rest from all their enemies. The Lord 
will make you great; the Lord will make you 
a House. And when your days are ended 
and you are laid to rest with your ancestors, 
I will preserve the offspring of your body 
after you and make his sovereignty secure. 
I will be a father to him and he a son to me. 
Your House and your sovereignty will always 
stand secure before me and your throne be 
established for ever.” 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 88

Response:
I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord.
1.  I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord;

  through all ages my mouth will proclaim  
   your truth.
  Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for  
   ever,
  that your truth is firmly established as the  
   heavens. (R.)

2.  ‘I have made a covenant with my chosen  
   one;
  I have sworn to David my servant:
  I will establish your dynasty for ever
  and set up your throne through all ages.’  
   (R.)

3.  He will say to me: ‘You are my father,
  my God, the rock who saves me.’
  I will keep my love for him always;
  for him my covenant shall endure. (R.)

SECOND READING    Romans 16:25-27

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans.

Glory to him who is able to give you the 
strength to live according to the Good News I 
preach, and in which I proclaim Jesus Christ, 
the revelation of a mystery kept secret for 
endless ages, but now so clear that it must 
be broadcast to pagans everywhere to bring 
them to the obedience of faith. This is only 
what scripture has predicted, and it is all part 
of the way the eternal God wants things to 
be. He alone is wisdom; give glory therefore 
to him through Jesus Christ for ever and 
ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the handmaid of the Lord:
let what you have said be done to me.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL    Luke 1:26-38

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Luke.

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a 
town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the 
House of David; and the virgin’s name was 
Mary. He went in and said to her, “Rejoice, so 
highly favoured! The Lord is with you.” She 
was deeply disturbed by these words and 
asked herself what this greeting could mean, 
but the angel said to her, “Mary, do not be 
afraid; you have won God’s favour. Listen! 
You are to conceive and bear a son, and you 
must name him Jesus. He will be great and 
will be called Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his ancestor 
David; he will rule over the House of Jacob 
for ever and his reign will have no end.” Mary 
said to the angel, “But how can this come 
about, since I am a virgin?” “The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you” the angel answered 
“and the power of the Most High will cover 
you with its shadow. And so the child will be 
holy and will be called Son of God. Know this 
too: your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old 
age, herself conceived a son, and she whom 
people called barren is now in her sixth 
month, for nothing is impossible to God.” “I 
am the handmaid of the Lord,” said Mary “let 
what you have said be done to me.” And the 
angel left her.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

(all bow during the next three lines)

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the
 Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living
 and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. 
Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
May the Holy Spirit, O Lord,
sanctify these gifts laid upon your altar,
just as he filled with his power the womb of  
 the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a  
 son;
and his name will be called Emmanuel.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Having received this pledge of eternal  
 redemption,
we pray, almighty God,
that, as the feast day of our salvation draws  
 ever nearer,
so we may press forward all the more eagerly
to the worthy celebration of the mystery of  
 your Son’s Nativity.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.

A CHRISTMAS BLESSING
The light of the Christmas star to you.  
The warmth of home and hearth to you.  
The cheer and goodwill of friends to you.  
The hope of a child-like heart to you. The joy 
of a thousand angels to you. The love of the 
Son and God’s peace to you.
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This Sunday is Christmas Eve and finally! (we may be forgiven for 
thinking) our scripture readings present us with the events leading 
up to the birth of Jesus. 

In today’s Gospel we hear the familiar story from Luke’s Gospel of the Annunciation of the 
birth of Jesus to Mary. If we look more closely at the text, we find that in the background 
is the figure of David, the ideal king of Israel and the promise which God made to him that 
someone belonging to his line would always occupy his throne. It may be of some comfort 
to us to remember that David was not a pious, innocent individual but someone guilty 
of serious crime and sin: adultery and murder are only two examples from a long and 
eventful career. But we find in the bible that God works through real people who have real 
human failings. 

The occasion for this promise was that David was considering building a temple to house 
the Ark of the Covenant, a portable chest associated with the wanderings of Israel in the 
wilderness on their journey from Egypt to the Promised Land. It was said to contain the 
stone tablets with the Ten Commandments and Aaron’s rod. Luke tells us in the wider 
story of Jesus’ birth that both Joseph and Mary are of the house of David, and Jesus is 
called Son of David during his ministry. So God’s promise is to be fulfilled, but it depends 
on the free co-operation of Mary. Luke presents Mary as the model disciple, one who 
listens to God’s word, considers it carefully, and then acts upon it. The evangelist tells us 
that Mary is a virgin, which assures us that Jesus is the son of God, conceived through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. In this way, Jesus is truly divine and truly human. n 

THE WORD Year B • Season Colour: Purple • Psalter week 4

Set up your Christmas crib (if you have not 
done so already) without the figure of Jesus 
and consider the scene. Put yourself in the 
place of Mary or Joseph. Remember that 
they are real human beings. How do you see 
them as models for your Christian life?

DO

SAY
I am at your disposal, Lord: tell 
me what you want me to do.

The Ark of the Covenant was a mobile chest 
which could be carried on poles from one 
shrine to another. It symbolized the Lord’s 
presence among the people of Israel. 

It was said to contain the Ten 
Commandments, which symbolized the 
Covenant between God and Israel: it was 
also thought to contain the rod of Aaron 
from the Exodus journey. 

The Ark was eventually installed in the Holy 
of Holies when Solomon, David’s son, built 
the Temple.  

It was lost when the Temple was destroyed 
by the Romans in 70 AD.we must not 
begrudge God’s generosity.

LEARN

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 24 DECEMBER 2017 

THE CALL 
OF MARY

Advent is the season in which Mary finds her true place in the Church’s liturgical 
life: this is where she belongs. Her unique position among the People of 
God rests within the mystery which we contemplate during Advent and 

Christmastide.  But if she is to be a model for us as disciples of Jesus, how is this 
possible, since she was involved in such a special way in God’s plan? She is our model 
because she takes God’s word seriously and makes it part of her life, her guiding 
principle. 

One of the titles of Mary which we find in the Litany of Loreto is Ark of the Covenant. 
Before the Temple was built in Jerusalem, this wooden chest was the symbol of God’s 
presence among the people of Israel. It could be moved from shrine to shrine and 
symbolized the presence of God amongst the whole people: it showed that the divine 
presence was not limited or confined to any particular place, no matter how sacred. 
By associating Mary with the Ark of the Covenant, the liturgy is presenting her as the 
bearer of God’s new presence among human beings in the person of Jesus, whose 
birth we celebrate tomorrow. n 

REFLECT
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